
Chaz comments on Harry Potter ....
Excerpt from a 2002 article about Chaz published in Southern Festivals, entitled “Straight from ‘Harry Potter?’”

What’s the hottest thing in entertainment right now? As we enter 2002, the answer is certainly Harry Potter. The four books about a youthful wizard have sold over 40 million copies in the USA alone, and the movie Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone grossed a record-setting $100 million in its first five days.

Festival magician Chaz Misenheimer is obviously pleased about all this. “The Potter books and movie have grabbed our imaginations, that’s for sure,” he grins, “and I’m amazed at the phenomenal amount of attention they’re getting. But I’m not at all surprised that magic is at the heart of it. Magic has impressed and enchanted people of every age and circumstance since time began. Look at the fascination with Merlin, for example.”

Chaz sometimes appears at festivals in the manner and magnificent costume of the legendary wizard, Merlin. But Chaz says that these days the performance often reminds people of Dumbledore, the wizard headmaster who guides Harry Potter in his magical adventures. “A year or two ago kids at every festival began asking me if I was Dumbledore,” Chaz remembers. “That’s when I first learned about the Harry Potter books.” After buying and reading all four of them, Chaz says he’s “a fan like everybody else.” Then he reconsiders. “Well, almost like everybody else.”

Chaz admires Harry Potter authoress J. K. Rowling. “I think it’s important for adults to respect the importance of a child’s interest in fantasy, and she’s done that,” he says. “I believe spending time with make-believe is a natural and healthy part of growing up. Adults who can understand and acknowledge this will find an open door to communication.” Chaz says he’s still surprised by how quickly children accept him. “I think they instinctively understand that I still know how to play. I take pretending and imagining as seriously – and as naturally – as they do, and they really seem to appreciate it when a grown-up does that. In fact, they’re delighted.”

Chaz is based in North Carolina, and works festivals and other events throughout the southeast. “A festival is a perfect place for kids to encounter a real magician,” Chaz explains, “and I’m committed to making this experience something special for each one of them.” He invites a visit to his website. “Look at the faces of the kids,” he emphasizes. “You’ll see their fascination with magic. For that matter,” he adds, “look at the adults!”
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