
Why Roving Entertainment?

Excerpt from an interview with Chaz published in North Carolina Festivals

NC Festivals recently visited with Chaz Misenheimer, one of the South’s busiest event entertainers. Although he often performs his “Magic by Chaz” from a stage, festival-goers everywhere are most familiar with him as a roving entertainer. He’s a master of what’s known as “street magic,” and believes that he – and other roving entertainers like him – play a big part in the success of any festival.

“One really obvious reason is that we’re part of what people imagine a festival should be,” he says, “so festival-goers just expect us to be there!

“It’s also important remember that festivals themselves have to be a unique type of entertainment. They have to offer people an experience they can’t get by going somewhere else, or from a TV. With that in mind, it’s easy to see that roving jugglers, stilt walkers, magicians, mimes, minstrels, and a host of special characters all contribute something that festival-goers wouldn’t see at any other venue.

“But roving artists are more than unique.” Chaz believes they contribute to the event’s success by adding “a personal touch. People get to visit with the artists, and many performances are interactive by design.” He points to his own work as an example. “Everything in my strolling repertoire involves audience members, and often the magic happens right in their own hands. Involvement at this level elicits reactions that are stronger, more memorable – and more fun! It’s that kind of memories that bring people back year after year.

“Roving artists also bring spontaneity to the festival grounds,” Chaz adds. “We all live on schedules. Even festivals have schedules. But with roving entertainment, fun can happen anywhere, at any time. I believe this unscheduled, spontaneous aspect is a big draw for festivals and a big part of the festival atmosphere.”

The increasing use of roving acts shows that many presenters agree. “Some large state fairs budget over a million dollars for what they call ‘grounds entertainment’,” Chaz reports, “and its not just the huge events. My calendar has a whole lot of one-day festivals that are just as important to their communities as the mega events, maybe even more so. Roving entertainment has been a good investment for everyone.”
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